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“..the health of a community is a shared responsibility of many
entities, organizations and interests in the community, including health
services delivery organizations, public health agencies, other public

and private entities and the people of a community.”
— Institute of Medicine. 1996. Healthy Communities: New Partnerships for

the Future of Public Health. National Academy Press. p. 12
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St. Charles Parish
Economic Develop-
ment Department
P.O. Box 302
Hahnville, LA 70057
504-783-5140

Regional Office of
Public Health

Larry Richard
Regional Administrator
Acadian Regional
Office

Brandywine Ill, Ste.
100

825 Kaliste Saloom Rd.
Lafayette, LA 70508
318-262-5311
318-262-5237 fax

St. Charles Parish

History'

Created on March 31, 1807, St. Charles
is one of the oldest settlements in the
state. When John Law’s colonists,
Germans from the Alsace-Lorraine A
region, failed in Arkansas, some were
persuaded to settle on granted lands in

what is now St. Charles Parish, later

referred to as the “German Coast.”

Bayou des Allemands is a reminder today

of John Law’s great colonization scheme.

The German population soon mixed with
French settlers from New Orleans. ‘

Hahnvill was named for Gov. Michael

Hahn, who lived in the parish after the Civil War. Confederate General Richard
Taylor was also a resident.

Culture and Recreation®

Laced by swamps, bayous and lakes, and bisected by the Mississippi River, St.
Charles Parish is a natural or water sports of any kind, from fishing to water skiing to
boatriding. Seafood is a mainstay at parish fairs and festivals, including the Louisiana
Catfish Festival in Des Allemands, Boutte’s Alligator Festival and the Destrehan
Plantation Fall Festival. Visitors get a taste of what southern Louisiana is all about.
Cajun bands set feet a-dancing, and frequent demonstrations provide insight into the
history of the area. Memorialized in story and song, Louisiana’s way of life is legend-
ary. Itis seen at the restored Destrehan Plantation and Ormond Plantation, on serene
drives through fishing villages like Bayou Gauche, and, as the sun sets, in the beautiful
cypress swamps near the mouth of the Bonnet Carre Spillway.

Parish Seat! ... Hahnville!
Major Cities (over 5,000 population)?

Destrehan CDP*

TOO00 ettt e ne s 8,031
1997 (ESLIMALE) ....eveeniieeiiieiie ettt ettt ettt ettt et N/A
St. Rose CDP*

TOO00 ettt b et re e 6,259
1997 (ESHIMALE) ...vveeneieeiiieiieeiieeiee ettt ettt ettt et sete et e s e saee e N/A

*Census Designated Place

Parish Population’
1990
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1997 (ESHIMALE) ...eeevvreeeiieeiiieeiieeeireeeieeeeieeeeteeesaeeeeaeeetaeeeneeesseeenns 47,308
Breakdown of 1996 population (estimates)®

WHIEE ...ttt et 73%

ASTICAN AMETICAN ...ttt 26%

OBRET ..ttt et 1%

ML ... e 49%

Female.......coouiiiiiiiiii e 51%

Population age 0-4 .......cccuveieiiieeeeeeeeeee e 9%

Populations age 65 & OVET ........cecvieviieeiieiieeieeieeeie e 8%
Geography and Statistics>
AVEIage ClEVALION .....c.eevuiieiiiiiieiiecie ettt eete et e ebeeseee e eteeenneens 21 ft.
Land area in SqUAre Miles ...........ccceerireriieriieniienieeieeeee e eve e 448
Water area in square miles? .............coooevviiieiieiiicicceeecee e 126.5
Climate’
Average temperatures
ANNUAL ...ttt sttt ettt 70°
010 1 TSSO 59°
JULY e 83°
Annual average rainfall ................ 54in

Educational Attainment (1990)”

Labor Force (1995)!
(051117 s R 21,400 Less than 5th grade 2.6%
Employed .........cooveveveverinnne, 21,000 High school graduate or higher 74.0%
Unemployed .........cceveveevenenee. 1,400 Some college or higher 38.2%
Unemployment ...........ccccveeeunennn. 6.4% Bachelor's degree or higher | 14.8%
Agriculture! Major Employers (Products) and Number of Employees?

Sugarcane; petrochemical.

Colleges/Universities’

(within one hour commute)

New Orleans

Delgado Community College; Dillard
University; Louisiana State University
Medical Center; Loyola University; Notre
Dame Seminary School of Theology; Our
Lady of Holy Cross College; Southern
University; Tulane University; University of
New Orleans; Xavier University
Thibodaux

Nicholls State University

Private Employers

Shell Norco Manufacturing (Chemical Company) 1,635
Union Carbide Taft Plant (Chemicals and Plastics) 1,150
Entergy Operations, Inc.--Waterford (Nuclear Power) 942
Public Employers

St. Charles Parish School Board (Education) 1,375
St. Charles Parish Council (Government) 412
St. Charles Parish Hospital (Healthcare) 397

|
Poverty and Income

Persons in poverty (1995)7 12.7%
Children under age 18 in poverty’ 18.1%
Per capitaincome (1996)8 $20,672
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Southeastern Louisiana

Public Libraries’

Louisiana Administrative Regions -
Department of Health and Hospitals

Region 1
Jefferson
Orleans
Plaquemines
St. Bernard

Region 2
Ascension

East Baton Rouge
East Feliciana
Iberville

Pointe Coupee
West Baton Rouge
West Feliciana

Region 3 Region 5
Assumption Allen
Lafourche Beauregard
St. Charles Calcasieu
St. James Cameron
St. John Jefferson Davis
St. Mary
Terrebonne Region 6
Avoyelles
Region 4 Catahoula
Acadia Concordia
Evangeline Grant
Iberia LaSalle
Lafayette Rapides
St. Landry Vernon
St. Martin Winn

Vermilion

Region 7
Bienville
Bossier
Caddo
Claiborne
DeSoto
Natchitoches
Red River
Sabine
Webster

Region 8
Caldwell
East Carroll
Franklin
Jackson
Lincoln
Madison
Morehouse
Quachita
Richland
Tensas
Union
West Carroll

Region 9
Livingston
St. Helena
St. Tammany
Tangipahoa
Washington



